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SUNDAY IN SUVA 



Street empty 
Mind full 
Eye reflecting 
Feet ambling 

Victoria Parade St.'s 
carpet of purple 
leaf -frond shadows 
this sunburst 
Suva Sunday. 

" Bula , Suva Suzy, can't get you out of my mind . . ." 

Bible Belt law allows: 

Church taxis, panhandlers 
Cafe Chinamen lounging under 
SONDAY STUR-FRY SPECIAL signs 
and me. 

Sabbath streets quiet as 

decorated clam shells in 
padlocked Gift Shoppee windows 
patrolled by gulls. 



"A room for two, Suzy, before this white boy ships to sea?" 

Mute flowers explode into 
perfume; 

jasmine, baby gardenia, canna 
burst from Hotel vases 
garland washbasins 
bedeck, my morning pancake: 

"Enjoy your breakfast, Sir?" asks the 
sulu -draped waitress. 

"Good," I reply, "but the flower 
was a little tough." 

Oyster-white teeth usher in a 
tawny burst of laughter. 

"Your love, my Suva Suzy, is the sultry Island kind ..." 

Flame frangipani , gold hibiscus 
aiong an empty soccer field 
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( Stanza cont . ) 
frame Grand Pacific Hotel 
amputated to its Colonial trunk: 
blank eyes scan azure seas for 
Bligh, Cook/ Bougainville — 
sails of Scripture-thumping 
Missionaries bearing gifts of 

God, guns, rum, disease, and 
a trunkload of Taboos: 

NO grass skirts, dancing 
NO fire-walks, tattoos, 

NO street romancing NO 
phallic Tikis, NO thatched 
altars . . . 

"We brought our matches — 

Burn 'em up! Tear 'em down: 

Save all souls in Suva town." 

••Sg, on the Trades I send my song, salty as the sea . . 

Time to head back, pack 

catch a cab, grab a bus 
across jungle valleys 
to Rakiraki. 

I take a last squint at 

Grand Pacific (built like a ship) 

When suddenly from its 
bow-balcony 

Queen Elizabeth's ghost appears 
before sweltering 
Hindu and Fijian subjects 
ill far-below 
Prince Albert Park. 

"Kiss the brown-skinned boy, Sue, and pray he looks 
like me . " 



Suva, Fiji Islands, Sunday Oct 25, 199£ 



— Jack Beach (Brooking) 
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